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REMARKS 

Applicants acknowledge the Examiner's review of the specification, claims, and 
drawings. In light of the above amendments and following remarks, Applicants respectfully 
request reconsideration of the present application. The amendments and remarks presented 
herein are fully supported by the application as originally filed. No new matter has been entered. 

STATUS OF THF. CLAIMS: 

Claims 60-117 are pending in the application. Claims 83 and 85 have been 
withdrawn from consideration. Claims 1-59 were previously canceled. 
TITLE : 

Applicants submit herewith a Corrected Bibliographic Data Sheet showing the 
corrected title, which reflects the change to the title submitted in the Preliminary Amendment 
filed April 2, 2004. 

rT m pPTFrTTHNS UNDER 35 U.S-C § 103: 

The Examiner rejects Claims 60-62, 64-66, 69-76, 92, 95-98, 100-102, and 104-107 
under 35 U.S.C *103(a) as being unpatentable over Tobin, Jr. '952 in view of Holt « 539 or Traynor 
ctal, 4 046. 

Applicants respectfully tmversc. Notwithstanding, Applicants have amended 
Claims 60 and 97 to more clearly define Applicants' invention, which now call for: 
60. An automobile exterior sideview mirror system 

comprising: ^ sideview ^rror assembly adapted for 

attachment to a side of an automobile; 
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said exterior sidevicw mirror assembly including a 
reflective clement assembly; 

said reflective element assembly including a first 
reflective element having unit magnification and a second 
reflective element having a curvature; 

said first reflective element and said second 
reflective clement supported at a support element and with a 
demarcation element between said first and second reflective 
elements, said first and second reflective elements abutting 
opposing sides of said demarcation element; 

said second reflective element disposed at an 
outboard, upper portion of said reflective element assembly when 
said reflective clement assembly is included in said exterior 
sideview mirror assembly and when said exterior sideview mirror 
assembly is attached to the side of an automobile; 

said second reflective element supported on said 
support element adjacent to and separate from said first reflective 
element; and 

wherein substantially the entire portion of said 
second reflective element that abuts said demarcation element has 
its front surface generally coplanar with the front surface of said 
first reflective element whereby an im a ^e in the field of view of 
said second reflective ele ment transitions to the field of view of 
said first refl ective element smoothly. 



97. An automobile exterior sideview mirror system 

comprising: 

an exterior sideview mirror assembly adapted tor 
attachment to a side of an automobile; 

said exterior sideview mirror assembly including a 

reflective element assembly; 

said reflective element assembly including a first 
reflective element having unit magnification and a second 
reflective element having a curvature; 

said second reflective element disposed at an outer, 
upper portion of said reflective element assembly when said 
reflective element assembly is included in said exterior sidcv.ew 
minor assembly and when said exterior sideview mirror assembly 
is attached to the side of an automobile; 
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said second reflective element disposed adjacent to 
Tteldofview h"nnc, P a, ^.^^ 

cl^tandsafd^ndreflcctivcelc^ 

reflective elements abutting opposing sides of said Oemarc 

element; and ^^^ntMy the pto^^SU its 

second reflective element abutting -Mi 

front surface generally coplanar ^^^^^M 
reflective element 

second^gfkgctive^ 

first reflecti — smoothly. 

element wuq ,. mm t abuttlnc a demarcation element, 

rtf tVl - second reflective element atromng 

generally copto" jcw o( Ae first reflects 

element smoothly. 
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that includes a flat reflective element 
to contrast, Tobin discloses a mirror assembly that inuuaes * 

^*\™ %o not coolanar with and m feet is 
ta FIG. 2, the remaining portionof the convex section 32 is cop 

,4 u^itnrTravnor core the deficiencies 

. - ,x u „«r Travnor discloses or suggests roe 
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element 

* •« fxrm « downward angle with respect to 
^ard field of view of the second refleenve element to form a downward 

first reflective element is generally parallel to die longitudinal axis of the automobile. Again, 

respect orge*^ is nci*er »ngfc nor -references a>ooc or ,n 

combination. 

Wi.hrefer CT «>oC,aior ? 7,A OTl ican K res P e««. 1 .vnrg.d M .no„eofTob,n.Ho 1 ,, 

- ^axis wi tb d,ep™o,p a .axisof*erea™ard i ie.dofvHewoftbesecondrc f ,e«,ve 

toV,ngaPnn ' :,pal ' , . ofieIMI ward field ofviewof.be firs, 

eiemen. being downwalfl relative to die princrpal ax* of the rearward 

element aouum & reflective clement 

H f eld of view of *e second reflecfive element trans...ons ur the 
^ebyanimageibfl.erea™rdfle.dofv,ewof eacbof.be 

, o.d of view of <he first reflective element smoorblv. As best unde 
^rdfieldofvrewof ^^^basaprtncipa^martscoplana, 
f^esinrheTobibrcferenccflrecurvcdrefl^ve HoUoOT T»ynor remedies 

„ ^axisoffl.epl^tcflecUvcelementFnrflter.ne.dterHolrnorTra,. 
with the principal axis or pi 
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the deficiencies of Tobin. Therefore, even when combined, the references do not teach or suggest 

the claimed combination. 

With respect to Claims 92 and 95, reference is made to the remarks made in 

reference to Claim 76. 

With reference to Claims 102 and 104, Applicants refer the Examiner to the remarks 

made in reference to Claim 76. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that Claims 60-62, 64-66, 69-76, 92, 
95-98, 100-102. and 104-107 are patentably distinguishable over Tobin in view of Holt or Traynor 

or any other reference of record. 

The Examiner rejects Claims 67, 68, 84, 103, and 108-1 17 under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) 
as being unpatentable over Tobin, Jr. '952 in view of Holt <539 or Traynor et al. '046 and, further, 

in view of Enomoto '166 or Mizuta et al '302. 

Claims 67, 68, and 84 depend from amended Claim 60 and, thus, incorporate the 
same limitations as amended Claim 60. Therefore, Applicants respectfully urge that Claims 67, 68, 
and 84 are patentable over Tobin in view of Holt or Traynor for at least the reasons set forth above 
in reference to Claim 60. Further, Applicants respectfully urge that neither Enomoto nor Mizuta 
remedies the deficiencies of Tobin, Holt, or Traynor. For example, neither Enomoto nor M.zuta 
discloses or suggests, for example, an exterior 

element with a unit magnification and a second reflective element with a curvature, with 
substantially the entire portion of the second reflective element abutting a demarcation elemcntthat 
is positioned between the first and second reflective elements and having its front surface generally 
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said second reflective clement disposed at an 
outboard outer , upper portion of said reflective element assembly 
wherein at least a portion of said reflective element is disposed 
beneath said second reflective elemental an outboard lower 
portion of said reflective element assembly when said reflective 
element assembly is included in said exterior sideview mirror 
assembly and when said exterior sideview mirror assembly is 
attached to the side of an automobile; 
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view 



coplanar with the front surface of the first reflective element whereby an image in the field of 
of the second reflective element transitions to the field of view of the first reflective element 
smoothly. Therefore, Applicants respectfully submit that Claims 67. 68, and 84 are patentably 
distinguishable over Tobin in view of Holt, Traynor, Eaomoto, Mi^uta, or any other reference of 



record. 



With reference to Claim U>3, Claim 103 depends from amended Claim 97 and, thus, 
incorporates .he same limitations as amended Claim 97. Furthermore, Applicants respectfully 
submit that neither EnomOto nor Mi,uta cure the deficiencies of Tobin, Holt, or Traynor for at leas, 
the reasons set forth above in reference to Claims 67, 68, and 84. Therefore, Applicants 
respectfully urge that Claim 103 are patentably distinguishable over Tobir. in view of Holt, Traynor, 
Enomotn, or Mi*uta or any other reference of record. 

Claim 108 has been amended to more clearly Applicants' invention, which now 



calls for: 



An automobile exterior sideview mirror system 
comprising: ^ ^ ^ side view mirror assembly adapted tor 

attachment to a side of an automobile; includine a 

said exterior sideview mirror assembly including a 

reflective element assembly; a f-.^t 

sa id reflective element assembly including a 1 irst 
reflective element having unit magnification and a second 
reflective ^^^^^SX *» ^ ^ 

reflective 

in^d^^ 

side of s^ iH roflecti v> Mr.mfcnt assembly 
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abutting a demarcation clement, which is positioned between the first and second reflective 
elements, and having its front surface generally coplanar with the front surface of the first 
reflective elemeDt whereby the image in the field of view of the second reflective element 
transitions to the field of view with the first reflective element smoothly. Therefore, Applicants 
respectfully urge that Claim 108 and its dependent claims, namely Claims 109-117, are 
patentably distinguishable over Tobin in view of Holt, Traynor, Enomoto, or Mizuta or any other 
reference of record. 

The Examiner rejects Claims 63, 77-82, 89-91 , 93, 94, and 99 under 35 U.S.C 
§103(a) as being unpatentable over Tobin, Jr. <9S2 in view of Holt '539 or Traynor et al. '046 and, 
farther, in view of Marhauer '770. 

Claims 63, 77-82, 89-91, 93 and 94 are dependent upon amended Claim 60. 
Therefore, Applicants respectfully urge that Claim 63, 77-82, 89-91, 93 and 94 are patentably 
distinguishable over Tobin in view of Holt or Traynor for at least the reasons set forth above in 
reference to Claim 60. Further, Applicants respectfully submit that Marhauer docs not cure the 
deficiencies of any of Tobin, Holt, or Traynor. For example, Marhauier docs not disclose or 
suggest an exterior sideview mirror system that includes a first reflective element with a unit 
magnification and a second reflective element with a curvature, with substantially the entire portion 
of the second reflective element abutting a demarcation clement that is positioned between the first 
and second reflective elements and having its front surface generally coplanar with the front surface 
of the first reflective element whereby an image in the field of view of the second reflective element 
transitions to the field of view of the first reflective element smoothly. Therefore, Applicants 
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respectfully submit lhat Claims 63, 77-82, 89-91, 93, and 94 are patcntably distinguishable over 
Tobin in view of Holt, Traynor, or Marhauer or any other reference of record. 

With respect to Claim 99, Claim 99 depends from amended Claim 97 and, thus, 
incorporates the same limitations as amended Claim 97. Further, Applicants respectfully submit 
that Marhauer does not cure the deficiencies of Tobin, Holt, or Traynor for at least the reasons set 
Ibrth above. Therefore, Applicants respectfully submit that Claim 99 is patentably distinguishable 
over Tobin, in view of Holt, Traynor, or Marhauer. 

The Examiner rejects Claims 86-88 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Tobin, Jr. '952 in view of Holt '539 or Traynor et al. '046 and, further, in view of Bauer ct at 

U64 or Kanazawa '367. 

Claim 86-88 are dependent upon amended Claim 60 and, thus, incorporate the same 
limitations as amended Claim 60. Further, Applicants respectfully submit that neither Bauer nor 
Kanazawa cures the deficiencies of Tobin, Holt, or Traynor. For example, neither Bauer nor 
Kanazawa discloses or suggests an exterior rearview mirror assembly with a first reflective element 
with a unit magnification and a second reflective element with a curvature, with substantially the 
entire portion of the second reflective element abutting a demarcation element, which is positioned 
between the first and second reflective element, and having its front surface generally coplanar with 
the front surface of the first reflective element whereby an image in the field of view of the second 
reflective clement transitions to the field of view of the first reflective element smoothly. 
Applicants, therefore, respectfully submit that Claims 86-88 arc patentably distinguishable over 
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Tobin in view of Holt, Traynor, Bauer et al. or Kaoazawa or in view of any other reference of 



record. 

In light of the above amendments and remarks, Applicants respectfully request 
reconsideration of the present application and a Notice of Allowance of all claims. 

Should the Examiner have any questions or comments, the Examiner is invited to 
contact the undersigned at (616) 975-5506. 

Respectfully submitted, 

NIALL R. LYN AM ET AL. 

By: Van Dyke, Gardner, Linn & Burkhart, LLP 



Date 




Catherine S. Collins 
Registration No. 37 599 
P.O. Box 888695 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49588-8695 



CSClmsc (616)975-5500 

frtHins^Vglb.COm 
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said second reflective elemeni disposed at an 
outboard eutes , upper portion of said reflective element assembly 
wherein at least a portion of said reflective element is disposed 
beneath said second reflective element at an outboar d lower 
portion of said reflective clement assembly when said reflective 
element assembly is included in said exterior sideview mirror 
assembly and when said exterior sideview mirror assembly is 
attached to the side of an automobile; 

said second reflective element disposed adjacent to 
and separate from said first reflective element; 

a demarcation element between said first reflective 
clement and said second reflective element, said first and second 
reflective elements abutting opposing sides of said demarcation 
element; and 

wherein substantially the entire portion of said 
second reflective element abutting said demarcation element has its 
front surface generally coplanar with the front surface of said first 
reflective element whereby an image in the field of view of said 
second reflective element transitions to the field of view of the first 
reflective element smoothly . 

Applicants respectfully urge that none of Tobin, Holt, Traynor, Enomoto, and 



Mizuta discloses or suggests the claimed combination. For example, none of the references 
discloses or suggests an exterior rearview mirror assembly that includes a reflective element 
assembly with a first reflective element having a unit magnification and a second reflective 
element having a curvature, with the first reflective element extending from an inboard side of 
the reflective element assembly to an outboard side of the reflective element assembly in 
combination with the second reflective element disposed at an outboard upper portion of the 
reflective element assembly wherein at least a portion of the first reflective is disposed beneath 
the second reflective element at an outboard lower portion of the reflective clement assembly 
and, further, in combination with substantially the entire portion of the second reflective element 
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